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Fievie is a village in South Tongu 
district, Volta Region, Ghana, West 

Africa with about 2000 people. 
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They get their drinking water from a 
pond which the animals also use. 
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The village is not connected to the 

mains water supply and there are no 
taps there. 
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The village is close to the River Volta 
but they can’t get their drinking water 
from the river.  This is because they 

would have to pump it 1-2 kms to their 
village, and they would need to filter 
the water because of pollution (and 
have to build and maintain filtering 

equipment which is expensive). 
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Some villages in this part of Ghana drill 
boreholes.  But in Fievie you can’t drill 
a borehole because firstly they are too 
close to the sea, and secondly the earth 
includes much clay.  This means that 
 

- the first layer of water you get to 
when digging is salty water; 
 

- to get to the drinking water layer,  
which is very deep, you have to drill 
through clay, and this is expensive 
and difficult, and you would need a 
pump to get the water up to the 
ground level. 
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They might be able to do rainwater 
harvesting from the main school roof.  

But they need very large collecting 
tanks which can store the rain water 

throughout the dry season (this is when 
for a few months there is no rain at all). 
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So they take their drinking water from a 
pond shared with cattle. The cattle walk 
into the pond to drink.  But because the 
water is cold, the cows pee and poo in 
it. This leads to parasites and disease 
which kill some of the villagers. 
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We need to find the best way to help 
and to help other villages in the district 

so that everyone has  
clean water for drinking. 


